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FAQs
What is fibre optics?

Fibre optic are long lenses. A cylinder or rod of
transparent material forming a core and 
surrounded by an outer sheathing with a slightly 
different material. Light, when entering the fibre, 
rebounds on the sheathing towards the core. 
This way the light advances through the fibre 
in bounds or steps, until it exits at the other end.

Are fibres safe?

Fibre optics are passive elements, therefore do 
not use power to generate light, as is the case 
with lamps. As light conductors only carry light 
from one point to another, never electricity.
Fibre optics can be put under, or in direct 
contact with water, when handled fibres can be
cut, broken or even hammered and be totally 
safe as the fibres are transmitting only light.

Standard lighting fibre optics have a very 
restricted transmission window with most UVs
not transmitted through the fibre cores. In fact 
the amount of infrared and UV issuing from a 
fibre optic is, in most instances, negligible.

What is an illuminator?

An illuminator, light source or light generator is 
basically a box with a lamp inside, pointing 
towards an opening where the fibre optics are 
secured. The illuminator is what makes the fibre 
cable change colours and dim as well as other 
functions.

How long will fibre optics last?

20 years approximately.
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